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NOW refume the fubjeét I lately laid before the Publick : 

If herein I recount the meafures that have been purfued un- 
der the fame baleful influence in years paft,even in the greatAfflem- 
bly of our tribes, I hope it can give no offence to the prefent Ge- 
neral Affembly or any branch of it ; for I look upon myfelf as 
much at liberty to difclofe the conduct of any preceeding affem-— 
bly however recent, as that of the moft remote from the pre 


fent day. 


Our pretended patriots, in imitation of the reformers of the 
Jaft century in England, have ina manne. overturned the very 
conftitution of our civil government. The King’s Council has 


been new modelled, and fome Gentlemen who have been always 


thought, until of late, notwithftanding their publick ftations, to 
be equally qualified with other deferving Gentlemen, to fill the 
feats at the board, have been excluded. Strange folecifm, that 
an appointment under the Krymg or under the King’s Governor, 
although made by advice of Council fhould difqualify a Gentle 
mian from being of the King’s Council !| Such exclufion has taken 
place fo long, that it is not now confidered as an object of atten- 
tion : For the cuftem, on the day of ele¢tion, it feems is to put up 
the lift of the preceeding year ; and it is thought hard to exclude 
any Gentleman in that lift without fpecial reafon; if therefore 
there be no objection, the lift prevails of courfe. 


Tre houfe of Reprefentatives has been likewife purged by 
exhibiting the minority on any interefling queftion in the moft 
odious 
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odious colours, or as it is tritely called, 7 the black Lf? ; infomuch 
that fome of the Gentlemen have voluntarily withdrawn from 

the houfe, while others have been neglected by their towns. Ie 
is well known, that queftions have been fometimes carried una- 
nimoufly, and that fome of the members have afterwards, among 
friends, declared themfelves to have been otherwife min Yo 
ed, but that the times would not allow of a publick decla~ 
ration of their fentiments. Should this practice take place in 
the prefent houfe andin future houfes of Affembly, we may 
bid farewell to the liberties of the people ; for our liberties de- 
pend as much upon freedom of {peech and a free vote within the 
houfe, as upon a FREE PRESS without. 


SoME men appear infenfible of the great priviledge we enjoy in 
this province of carrying on our elections by ballot; a way W hereia 
no man is obliged te let another know for whom he gives his 
vote 5 every elector i is free when he can give his vote’ with rout 

expofing himfeif to the veh vatueud of his patron or the man on 
whom he « lepends. This is a priviledge which the electors in. 
Britain and in fome of our neighbour colonics are wifhing for in 
Vain ; yet contrary to this true {pirtt of tibe rty IN Our OWN Con= 
ftitution, it has been ufual to put popular queilions in the houfe 
by yeas and nays feriatin, and to afiix every mans vote to his 
name: Thus the numbers 17 and g2 have been dittinguifhed 
and handed abroad with marks of applaufe or reprobation, to the 
deftruction of our bocfted freedom. Thus have the two houfes 
been fubjugated to the imperious dictates of the then ruling def- 

ots. And now the Governor in his turn is to be abufed with- 
out doors unlefs he will actin dire€ violation of the King’s inftrudti- 
ons,and give up the rights of the crown. © It feems that juft at the 
clofe of the laft feffion, his Excellency received a body of inftructia 
ons under the King’s fign manual with the privy feal annexed, 
ftrictly enjoining him, upon no pretence whatever,to give his affent 
to any tax act, wher ‘in any perfons employed i in the King S fervice, 
whofe fervices have no particular relation to the province, fhall cv 
taxed forthe falaries allowed them by the King for his Majcfty 
general fervice. It is certain that the Commander and oflicers “f 
his Majefly’s fhips ftationed here, the Commander in chief and 
officers of the army, and the Sur veyor- General of his Majetty’s 
cuftoms, while that office fubfited d, although taxed for their hou- 
fes or other eftate, yet-were never taxed for their falaries: And 
why a difference fhould be made between them and other of- 
ficers under the like circumftances is not very obvious. The 
King’s pofitive injun@ion thus authenticated, is reprefented as 
a mere minitl erial mandate,—as if it had been the direction of 
the Secretary of State © nty, and po fibly ytco W ithout the King’ S 
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privity : And not only fo, but it is alfo given out that his Ex« 
cellency ts required to give hisaffent to no other a& cf government 
until this is complied with. Thefe are fuch palpable mifrepres» 
fentations that I have reafon to think there is no member of the 
General Court but what knows or might know the contrary to 
be the truth. The court having finifl red the bufinefs of the 
feflion was prorogued within a day or two at moft after this in- 
ftruction came to hand : They had little time to confider the 
merits of it, and did not fee fit to comply therewith ; Since 


that, it has been a popular fubje&t of abutfe, 


Governor Hutchinfon’s commiffion requires him to obey 
the King’s inftractions, and fo did Sir William Phips’ s, the firft 
Governor under the prefent charter 5 vet it was then acquicfced 
in and confidered as a part of the conititution ; for the then Ge- 
ne-al Court, expreffed by a publick a& their defire to have a day 
of publick thankfziving t to God for the refettlerment of the go- 
vernment, which in the proclamation iffued by the Governor for 
that purpofe i is called ‘*.a fettlement of government ; in which 
«© their Majeftics have gracioufy given us dif Qinguithing marks 
‘* of their royal favour and O06 Inefs" ‘~-Nor have we any tradi- 
tion that any one Minifter within the Province refufed to read 
this proclamatien, or read it with comments of his own. 


InrintTe pains have been taken to difturb the peace of the 
province, by infufing into the minds of the people falfe notions 
of the nature and or igin of the government under which they 
live. One of thefe falfe notions on which the reaf fonings of our 
polincians much depends, is this. ‘* The charter is faid to be 
‘© a compact, and that the people have a right to all the privi- 

‘ledges. to which men ina {tite of nature are intit] ted unle{s 
«‘ they have ex cprefl fly given them up by this charter.” This 
would have been thought an extravagant doctrine feven years 
ago. How was this charter obtained ? Were the st invited 
to part with certain of teir natural rights and priviledges and 
yick lup a prerogative to the Crown ? Was there any ftipulation 
made by any perfon or perfons en the part of the province 
that they would give up thefe natural priv 7 dogs and allow the 


King to exercile certain pewers, I will net fry, which he had 
referved, but which they were willing r to conc ede tohim? No 
my countrymen, your anceftors hu: mbly petitioned the crown to . 
grant them this charter as a great favour. Sack conditions were 
annexed to the privile iges gra nted is to the Crown feemed pro- 
per. Your anceftors thankfully accepted this charter with thefe 


ong : And, what is more to my purpote, previous to 
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this application they humbly petitioned the Parlamcnt, that 
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authority which is now openly denied, to reftore to them a former 
charter which by a judgment in Weftmintter-Hall shad pee vas 
cated ; which petition was not granted. 


By virtue of the authority which the conttitution of England 
ives to the Crown, this charter was granted to our anceftors as 
Englifh fubjects. There is nothing in the charter to exempt us 
from the general obligations, which, as {ubjects, we were before 
under : Nothing to abridge the authority of Parliament over us, 
nor perhaps was it in the power of the Crown to grant fucha 
charter. Here let me afk one queftion—If our allegiance de- 
pends upon compact, why did not our anceftors after the firft 
charter was vacated, mould themfelves into fuch a form of go- 
vernment as they liked beft without renewing a compact which 
had given them fo much trouble ? 


Ir feems with fome men to be a fundamental in our conftitu= 
tion, that the legiflature of each colony is fupreme and indepen- 
dent of the Parliament of Great-Britain. Here they go beyond 
all who have gone before them. The Virginia writer, who 
firft broached the imaginary diftin@ion between taxation and 
legiflation, never went this length : No more did the Penfyl- 
vania farmer. The honour of this bold ftroke was referved for a 
Maffachufetts patriot. Strange that all America fhould have been 
ignorant of this important priviledge a hundred and fifty years 
together ! A priviledge faid to be common to all the colonies, and 
their birthright as Englifhmen: A priviledge however to be dread- 
ed as the greateft misfortune ; for by afferting it we relinquith all 
claim to the protection of Great-Britain ; and it is no comfort 
to me, whatever it may be to fome men who publickly declare it 
to be fo to them, that if Great Britain will not protec us,there are 
other nations in Europe ready to doit. What infatuation is 
this ? Is there any other nation upon the globe under whofe go- 
vernment we fhould be fo happy as we now are under Britain ? 
I may venture to fay, that with fuch tendernefs have we been 
treated, that the people in the colonies feel lefs by far of the bur- 
thens of government than our fellow-fubjedts in Britain. I have 
enlarged on this head beyond my firft intention, and am almoft 
athamed that I have treated fuch indefenfible notions fo ferioufly. 
If they had been adopted by our news-paper writers only I could 
not excufe myfelf. 


FREEMAN, 
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